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I. I N T R O D U C T I O N

This c o m m u n i c a t i o n  is the r e spo nse to a request made by the Council of 

R e s e a r c h  M i n i s t e r s ,  w hich at its m e e t i n g  on 28 February 1984 agreed "to 

e n g a g e  in a d i s c u s s i o n o f  R&D p r i o r i t i es on the b a s i s  of Comm i s s i o n  pro p o s a l s " .  

This d o c u m e n t  has been p r o d u c e d  in o r der to p r e p a r e  the way for the Council 

m e e t i n g  of 8 June 1984, wh i ch i s i nt ended to set out the g u i d e l i n e s  for and 

e s t a b l i s h  the m a g n i t u d e  of d e v e l o p m e n t s  in S/T a c t i v i t i e s  in the coming years.

A great deal of light has in fact a l r e a d y  b e e n  shed upon this c o m p r e h e n ­

sive d i s c u s s i o n  by the r e s o l u t i o n  which was a d o p t e d  by the Council (25 

July 1983) d e a l i n g  with the p r i n c i p l e s ,  o b j e c t i v e s  and c r ite ria for choosing 

a c t i o n s  in the " F r a m e w o r k  P r o g r a m m e  for C o m m u n i t y  s c i e n t i f i c  and techn ical 

a c t i v i t i e s  1 9 8 4 - 1 9 8 7 " .  When the Framework P r o g r a m m e  (a guide for Community 

p r o g r a m m i n g  and d e c i s i o n  makin g) was a d opt ed, t h ere was at the same time a 

r e c o g n i t i o n  of the p r i o r i t y  w hich R , D & D a t  E u r o p e a n  level shouI d receive.

It no w  remai ns to flesh out t h i s o b j e c t i v e ,  p u t t i n g  it at the same time 

into f i n a n c i a l  and b u d g e t a r y  conte xt and g o i n g  into the n e c e s s a r y  detail-

In this respect two m a j o r  d e c i s i o n s  have r e c e n t l y  c o n f i r m e d  the Commun i t y ' s

d e s i r e  to qive s c i e n t i f i c  and t e c h n i c a l  r e sea rch a g e n u i n e  Commu n i t y  p r i o r i t y  :
(2)

- the r e c o g n i t i o n ,  in the o f f i c i a l  p r e p a r a t i o n  t e xts for the E u r op ean Counci l 

of "the n e e d  to i n c r e a s e  the p r o p o r t i o n  of C o m m u n i t y  resou rces a l l o c a t e d  

to fun d i n g  p r i o r i t y  C o m m u n i t y  r e sea rch and d e v e l o p m e n t  act i v i t i e s ,

- the a d o p t i o n  of the E S P R I T  P r o g r a m m e ,  the v e r y  sea le of whi ch c l ea r Ly i n d i ­

cates the in t e r e s t  w hich M e m b e r  State s are d i s p l a y i n g  in respect of Europe s 

r e s p o n s e s  to the s c i e n t i f i c  and t e c h n i c a l  c h a l l e n g e s  which must be faced.

In this p e r s p e c t i v e  the C o m m i s s i o n  n o w  p r o p o s e s  :

- that the p r i o r i t i e s  to be s p e c i f i c a l l y  s e l e c t e d  for R,D&D be c o n f i r m e d  

and set out, in the context of the Frame work P r o g r a m m e ,  which is the only 

tool c a p a b l e  of g i v i n g  an ove r a l l  c o h e r e n c e  to C o m m u n i t y  S/T a c t i v i t i e s ,

- that the b u d g e t a r y  a p p r o a c h  s u g g e s t e d  in this d o c u m e n t  be a d o p t e d  bea r i n g 

in mind the curre nt f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  and r e s p e c t i n g  the p r i n c i p l e s  of 

general  b u d g e t a r y  d i s c i p l i n e  p r o p o s e d  by the C o m m i s s i o n  (see C 0 M ( 8 4 ) 8 3  final)

(1) See the text of the r e s o l u t i o n  in Annex II of this d o c u m e n t .

(2) See A nnex to m i n u t e s  of the Council of 2 7 . 3 . 8 4  ''Text h a vin g f o r m e d  the 
b a s i s  of d e l i b e r a t i o n s  of the E u r o p e a n  Counc il in t e n d e d  to act as 
o r i e n t a t i o n  texts for use by the Council in its v a r i o u s  forms .
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XI. I M P L E M E N T I N G  THE E U R O P E A N  S C I E N T I F I C  AND T E C H N ICAL S T R A T E G Y

I I . 1. Several i m p o r t a n t  d e c i s i o n s  h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  t a k e n  on the b a s i s  of the 

r e s o l u t i o n  a p p r o v i n g  the F r a m e w o r k  P r o g r a m m e  1 9 8 4 - 1 9 8 7 .

The a d o p t i o n  of the Joint R e s e a r c h  C e n t r e ' s  m u l t i a n n u a l  r e s e a r c h  P r o- 

q r a m m e  (198 4 - 1 9 8 7 )  and the m o d i f i c a t i o n s  in its o r g a n i s a t i o n  w hich will 

e n a b l e  it to p l a y  its full part as an i n s t r u m e n t  of C o m m u n i t y  S/T, in 

c o n t i n u o u s  l i a i s o n  with c o r r e s p o n d i n g  n a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s .

. The i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of the E S P R I T  P r o g r a m m e , the first m a j o r  E u r o p e a n  

p r o g r a m m e  in the s e c t o r  of ne w  i n f o r m a t i o n  t e c h n o l o g y .

The ren e w a l  of the p r o g r a m m e s  on D e c o m m i s s i o n i n g  n u c l e a r  p o w er s t a t i o n s ,  

the E n v i r o n m e n t  and FAST w h i c h  are likel y to give a new i m p e t u s  to work 

b e i n g  u n d e r t a k e n  in t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  f i e l d s .

T h e s e  a c t i o n s  were i m m e d i a t e l y  s t a r t e d  up and are p r o c e e d i n g  a c c o r d i n g  to 

the s t a t e d  o b j e c t i v e s .

At the same time, and in line with the o b j e c t i v e s  of the F r a m e w o r k  P r o ­

g r a m m e ,  the C o m m i s s i o n  p r o p o s e d  a range of a c t i o n s  w h i c h  s e e m e d  to be of 

m a j o r  in t e r e s t  to the C o m m u n i t y  :

The P l a n  to s t i m u l a t e  E u r o p e a n  c o o p e r a t i o n  and s c i e n t i f i c  and t e c h n i c a l  

i n t e r c h a n g e  1 9 8 5 - 1 9 8 8 , w h i c h  a i m s  to b r i n g  a bout a real E u r o p e a n  S/T 

a c t i o n  s p ace t h r o u g h  the u n d e r t a k i n g  of o r i g i n a l  i n i t i a t i v e s  and m e t h o d s

of s u p p o r t ,

The R e s e a r c h  a c t i o n  P r o g r a m m e  in the f i e l d  of b i o t e c h n o l o g y  (19 8 5 - 1 9 8 9 )  

th e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of w h i c h  s h o u l d  not o n l y  e n a b l e  E u r o p e  to rival its 

m a i n  c o m p e t i t o r s  but a l s o  to a c h i e v e  some of its o wn p o l i t i c a l  o b j e c ­

t i v e s  : r e d u c i n g  p u b l i c  e x p e n d i t u r e  in s e c t o r s  such as a g r i c u l t u r e  and 

h e a l t h  care, d e v e l o p i n g  food a u t o n o m y  in the T h i r d  W o r l d ,  etc.

The c o n t i n u a t i o n  and e x t e n s i o n  of the C o n t r o l l e d  t h e r m o n u c l e a r  F u sio n  

P r o g r a m m e  w h e r e i n  lies a p o t e n t i a l  s o l u t i o n  to the C o m m u n i t y ' s  long 

t e r m  e n e r g y  s u p p l y  p r o b l e m .

lastl y, the C o m m i s s i o n  put a c o m m u n i c a t i o n  to the Council d e a l i n g  with 

T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ^ w h i c h  p r e s e n t e d  some first p r o p o s a l s  for a p r o g r a m m e  

of a c t i o n  (25 M i o E C U s  per y e a r ) .  A p r o p o s a l  for a p r o g r a m m e  of researc! 

and d e v e l o p m e n t  will s h o r t l y  be p r e p a r e d  and sent to the Co u n c i l ,

(1) C o m m u n i c a t i o n  f r o m  the C o m m i s s i o n  to the Counc il on T e l e c o m m u n i c a ­
tions : P r o g r e s s  report on the t h i n k i n g  and work d o n e  in the f i e l d  
and i n i t i a l  p r o p o s a l  for an a c t i o n  p r o g r a m m e  ( C 0 M ( 8 4 ) 2 7 7).
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e n a b l i n g  the C o m m u n i t y  to d e v e l o p  a mast e r y  of the major technical changes 

which this s e cto r of ac t i v i t y  is c u r r e n t l y  e x p e r i e n c i n g .

1 1 . 2. In d i r e c t  c o n n e c t i o n  with the o b j e c t i v e s  cho s e n  in the Framework P r ogr amme, 

sever al p r o g r a m m e  p r o p o s a l s  have also been s u b m i t t e d  to the Council by the 

C o m m i s s i o n .  T h e s e  are c u r r e n t l y  at var i o u s  stage s of d i s c u s s i o n  with the 

M e m b e r  State s- Some have gone b e y o n d  the stage of d e c i s i o n  on technical 

m a t t e r s  and no w  requi re p o l i t i c a l  agree m e n t  :

. The P r o g r a m m e  of B asic T e c h n o l o g i c a l  R e s e a r c h  and the a p p l i c a t i o n  of new 

t e c h n o l o g i e s  (BRITE) which c o r r e s p o n d s  clo s e l y  to the crite ria of the 

F r a m e w o r k  P r o g r a m m e  for the goal " I m p r o v i n g  indus trial c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s " .

. The N o n - n u c l e a r  E n e r g y  P r o g r a m m e , whose s e c to ral s u b - o b j e c t i v e s  have 

a l r e a d y  been d i s c u s s e d  at p r e v i o u s  Counc ils and which has been s u p p l e ­

m e n t e d  by the recent p r o p o s a l  relat ing to h y d r o c a r b o n s .

. The R a d i a t i o n  P r o t e c t i o n  P r o g r a m m e  u p o n  w h ich exper ts have commented 

and a g r e e d .

Again , the R a d i o a c t i v e  Waste P r o g r a m m e  1 9 8 5 - 1 9 8 9  requires a de c i s i o n 

d u r i n g  1984 in o r d e r  to a void any hiatus in the work of teams workinq in 

these s e c t o r s  w i t h i n  the C o m m u n i t y .

11 . 3. O t her recent C o m m i s s i o n  p r o p o s a l s  still requ i r e  d i s c u s s i o n s  of p r i n c i p l e  

from which ne w  o r i e n t a t i o n s  s h o u l d  emerg e from the Council on the basis 

of s u p p l e m e n t a r y  d o c u m e n t s  put f o r w a r d  by the Com m i s s i o n .

. The P r o g r a m m e  on R e a c t o r  S a fet y for w h ich the Council will have to 

f o r m u l a t e  g u i d e l i n e s  as to the o r i e n t a t i o n  and scope of this activity, 

so that a p r o g r a m m e  d e c i s i o n  can be a r r i v e d  at quick ly.

. The P r o g r a m m e  of Aid for the d e v e l o p m e n t  of e n d o g e n o u s  s c i e n t i f i c  re­

s e a r c h  ca p a c i t y  in the d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  w here the C o m m i ssion, after 

hav i n g  m o d i f i e d  its o r i g i n a l  pr o p o s a l  in the light of P a r l i a m e n t ’s 

o p i n i o n ,  has made certa in e l e m e n t s  of its p r o p o s a l  more c o n c r e t e .

At the same time, whilst the ne w  p r o g r a m m e  of A g r i c u l t u r a l  R e s e a r c h  1984- 

1988 has been a p p r o v e d ,  its scale (30 M i o EC Us) and its e x c e s s i v e l y  l i m i t e d  

conte nt do not howe v e r  make up more than a p a r t i a l  respo nse to the l a r g e  

and com p l e x  p r o b l e m s  which R&D must t a c k l e  w i t h i n  the c o m m o n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

p o l i c y .  S u p p l e m e n t s  to, i m p r o v e m e n t s  in and e x t e n s i o n s  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m m e  

will have to be p r o v i d e d  for in the future in o r d e r  to imbue this f u n d a ­

m e n t a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  secto r of a c t i v i t y  with a new d y n a m i s m .
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I I .  4. Final ly, the f o l l o w i n g  p r o g r a m m e s ,  w h i c h  are v e r y  much part of the

d y n a m i c  of the F r a m e w o r k  P r o g r a m m e  and w h i c h  c o r r e s p o n d  to the p r i o r i t y  

o b j e c t i v e s  a d o p t e d  by the Counc il are at an a d v a n c e d  s t a g e  of p r e p a r a ­

t i o n  w i t h i n  the s e r v i c e s  of the C o m m i s s i o n  :

. A d v a n c e d  M a t e r i a l s ,

. T r a n s p o r t ,

„ F i she ries, A c q u a c u l t u r e .

The i m p o r t a n c e  of the o b j e c t i v e s  to w h ich they respond, the u r g e n c y  

with w hich they s h o u l d  be i m p l e m e n t e d  and the d e g r e e  of t e c h n i c a l  

m a t u r i t y  w hich they have a l r e a d y  a c h i e v e d  led the C o m m i s s i o n  to include 

t h e m  in the p r e l i m i n a r y  draft b u d g e t  1985-

III. F I N A N C I N G  R,D&D A C T I V I T I E S  - THE C H OIC E TO BE MADE

The Counc il of R e s e a r c h  M i n i s t e r s  on 28 June 1983 a p p r o v e d  not o n l y  the 

p r i n c i p l e s ,  the o b j e c t i v e s  and the c r i t e r i a  for c h o o s i n g  C o m m u n i t y  R&D 

a c t i o n s  but a l s o  " e x p r e s s e d  a large m e a s u r e  of a g r e e m e n t  as to the n e e d  

to i n c r e a s e  C o m m u n i t y  R e s e a r c h  and D e v e l o p m e n t  e x p e n d i t u r e ,  and as to 

the p r o p o r t i o n a l l y  g r e a t e r  s hare of o v e r a l l  C o m m u n i t y  b u d g e t  w h i c h  they 

s h o u l d  r e c e i v e " -  This b a sic s t a n d p o i n t  has b e e n  c o n f i r m e d  d u r i n g  the 

p r e p a r a t i o n  of the latest E u r o p e a n  C o u n c i l s .

And it is in this g e n e r a l  cont e x t  that the 1984 budge t was p r e p a r e d  and 

a d o p t e d  and in w h i c h  the 1985 b u d g e t  is b e i n g  p r e p a r e d  now.

For 1984, w h i l s t  r e t a i n i n g  an a t t i t u d e  of b u d g e t a r y  rigour,

all a c t i o n s  that have b e e n  d e c i d e d  u p o n  or w h ich are in the 

p r o c e s s  of b e i n g  p o l i t i c a l l y  d e c i d e d  can be u n d e r t a k e n  or c o m m i t t e d .

For 1985 the p r e l i m i n a r y  draft R&D b u dge t a d o p t e d  by the C o m m i s s i o n  

a m o u n t s  to a s p e c i a l  effor t in this p a r t i c u l a r  secto r, h a v i n g  regar d 

n e v e r t h e l e s s  to the c o n s t r a i n t s  a f f e c t i n g  the C o m m u n i t y  b u d g e t ,  even 

t h o u g h  it does not fully c o r r e s p o n d  to the i n i t i a l  a m b i t i o n s  to i m p l e ­

ment the Frame work P r o g r a m m e -  It s h o u l d  h o w e v e r  e n a b l e  a start to be 

made u p o n  the most u r g e n t  a c t i o n s ,  as set out in the f o l l o w i n g  Table.
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P R E L I M I N A R Y  D R AFT B U D G E T  1985 - R e s e a r c h  S e cto r (Chapt er 73)

R e que sts for a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  by budget item, in Mio E C U s

Comm i t m e n t Payment
a p p r o p r i a t i o n s a p p r o p r i a t i o n s

7 3 0 0  CBR 5 . 0 0 0 5.500
7301 T e x t i l e s  and cl o t h i n g 0.0 0.700
7302 Basic T e c h n o l o g i c a l  R e sea rch 54.32 2 10.00 0
7305 B i o m o l e c u l a r  E n g i n e e r i n g 1.500 4.100
7 3 0 6  B i o t e c h n o l o g y 3 0 . 0 0 0 5.000
7 3 0 8  Raw M a t e r i a l s 9 . 2 7 9 14.40 0
7 3 1 0  T h e r m o n u c l e a r  Fusion 102 . 5 0 0 81 .250
7311 JET 8 0 . 0 0 0 7 0 . 7 0 0
Fusion c o n t r i b u t i o n s 6 . 150 6 . 1 5 0
7315 R a d i o a c t i v e  Waste 0 . 700 6 - 7 0 0
7 3 1 6  D e c o m m i s s i o n i n g 3 . 2 0 0 2 .300
7 3 1 7  R e a c t o r  Safety 6 . 000 1 .800
7318 Codes and S t a n d a r d s 1.100 1 .000
7 3 2 0  New Sources of Energy 5 6 . 0 0 0 2 0 .00 0
7325 M e d i c a l  Resea rch 3 . 870 3 - 8 0 0
7 3 2 6  R a d i a t i o n  P r o t e c t i o n 2 4 . 0 0 0 11. 8 0 0
7 3 2 8  E n v i r o n m e n t 6.577 11.50 0
7 3 3 0  D e v e l o p i n g  Count r i e s 1 8 .00 0 9 . 9 0 0
7331 D e v e l o p - C o u n t r i e s  ( e n d o g e n o u s

capaci t y ) 7 .000 3 . 5 0 0
7 3 3 5  E S P R I T 2 2 3 . 0 0 0 100 . 0 0 0
7 3 5 0  FAST 3 . 5 4 0 1 .300
7351 S t i m u l a t i o n 1 5 . 9 0 0 6 . 0 0 0
7 3 5 3  L i g n o - c e l l u l o s e 0 . 1 7 6 0.125
7354 Food T e c h n o l o g y  III 0.185 0 . 1 5 0
7355 Food T e c h n o l o g y  IV 0 .190 0.125
7 3 5 6  M a r i t i m e  N a v i g a t i o n 0 . 5 0 0 0 . 6 0 0
7358 E d u c a t i o n  T r a i n i n g 0.0 1 .600
7 3 5 9  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o o p e r a t i o n 3 . 0 0 0 2 . 0 0 0
7 3 6 0  Staff at d i s p o s a l  of o u t s i d e

bod i e s 0 . 750 0 . 7 5 0
7362 S e r v i c e s  for o u t s i d e  b o d i e s 0 . 1 5 0 0 . 1 5 0
7365 R e s e a r c h  on I n d u s t r i a l  W a ste 0.0 1 .800

Joint R e s e a r c h  Centre 211. 0 7 8 2 1 5 . 4 0 0

(*)
Chapt er 100 3 7 . 0 5 0 9 . 9 0 0

T O TAL CHA P T E R  73 9 1 0 , 7 2 0  . 6 1 0 - 0 0 0

(*) Credits i n s c r i b e d  on Chapt er 100 are d e s i g n e d  to a l l o w  a start to 
be made on the f o l l o w i n g  new act i o n s  in 1985 :

- A d v a n c e d  M a t e r i a l s
- F i s h e r i e s ,  A c q u a c u l t u r e
- T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s
- T r a n s p o r t
- R a d i o a c t i v e  W aste (New P r o g r a m m e  1985-1989)
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As the T a ble i n d i c a t e s ,  w h i l s t  it is p o s s i b l e  to p r o v i d e  for the u n d e r ­

takin g or the c o m m i t m e n t  (from 1985) of a large n u m b e r  of R , D&D p r o ­

g r a m m e s  a r i s i n g  out of the o b j e c t i v e s  of the F r a m e w o r k  P r o g r a m m e ,  the 

C o m m i s s i o n  does h o w e v e r  find i t s e l f  f o r c e d  to p o s t p o n e  a c e r t a i n  n u m b e r 

of o t h e r s ,  in p a r t i c u l a r  : e c o c l i m a t o l o g y ,  n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r s ,  a g r o n o m i c s  

resea r c h ,  n o n - i o n i s i n g  r a d i a t i o n ,  the t e c h n o l o g y  and s c i e n c e  of f o o d ­

stuf f s ,  h e a l t h  and s a f e t y  at w o rk.

The r e v i s i o n  of the F r a m e w o r k  P r o g r a m m e  1 9 8 4 - 1 9 8 7  w hich is s c h e d u l e d  

for 1985 (a r t i c l e  5 of the R e s o l u t i o n  d a t e d  2 7 . 7 - 1 9 8 3 )  will make it 

p o s s i b l e  to rest o r e  t h e s e  a c t i o n s  in the c o n t e x t  of o v e r a l l  p o l i c y
(1 )

With the 1985 b u d g e t ,  the C o m m i s s i o n  has thus b e e n  led to e s t a b l i s h ,  

w i t h i n  the F r a m e w o r k  P r o g r a m m e ,  a h i e r a r c h y  of p r i o r i t i e s  as to the 

t i min g of the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of c o r r e s p o n d i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  

to the u r g e n c y  and v a l u e  to the C o m m u n i t y  of the d e c i s i o n s  to be taken, 

and to set out the f i n a n c i a l  r e p e r c u s s i o n s  i n v o l v e d .

The C o m m i s s i o n  n o w  r e q u e s t s  the Counc il to take a v i e w  u p o n  this h i e r a r ­

chy of p r i o r i t i e s .

This d e c i s i o n  will be of g r e a t  v a l u e  d u r i n g  the 1985 d i s c u s s i o n ,  as a 

m e a n s  of m a k i n g  c l ear to Finan ce M i n i s t e r s  what level of r e s o u r c e s  

o u g h t  to be m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  for R&D.

(1) See in A n n e x  I the T a ble i l l u s t r a t i n g  the b r e a k d o w n  of a c tio ns, 
c o r r e s p o n d i n g  to p r i o r i t i e s  d e t e r m i n e d  by curre nt c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  
d e f i n e d  in this d o c u m e n t  a c c o r d i n g  to the g o a l s  in the F r a m e w o r k  
P r o g r a m m e  1 9 8 4 - 1 9 8 7 .
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Once it has itself established the hierarchy of priorities to be 

employed the Research Council will be in a better position to take 

specific or ogramme decisions before the end of 1984, it being clear 

that the chosen priority activities will be implemented according to 

budgetary availability. The fact that these decisions relate to mult i­

annual programmes means that there is enough flexibility for the budgets 

necessary for them to be implemented to be fixed in future years. In 

fact, variations could, if need be, be introduced into the process of 

committing the money for these programmes and their progressive imple­

mentation, either in terms of the methods by which they are carried 

out, or in terms of time-scale.

Lastly, the revision of the Framework Programme, scheduled to take 

place in 1985, could make it possible to u n de rta ke a new overall 

ex amination of, and, perhaps, to make mo di fic at ion s to the lines of 

priority that have been established,

★ ★ ★

It should be noted that certain activities, known as horizontal activities, 

which are designed to accompany and support the research programme and of 

which examples are the proposals covering the utilisation of research 

results and the sp ecialised information, are not dealt with in this d o c u ­

ment, They should however be the subject of specific and separate d e c i ­

sions by the Council,

IV- CONCLUSION

Thus, on the basis of this communication, the Commission is now asking the 

Council to come to an agreement upon the general lines and methods of d e v e ­

loping the scientific and technical strategy, as proposed in this document 

for the years to come, and specifically :

- to invite the Budget Council to use the priorities chosen by the Research 

Council as a basi s for a l locating financia l resources for R,DSD in 1985,

- to adopt a joint orienta ti on so far as the 1985-1988 Plan to stimulate 

European co operation and scientific interchange, as well as the M u l t i ­

annual Programme of research in the field of Biotechnology 1985-1989 

are concerned,

- to come to a decision upon the programmes of Basic Technological Research 

and ap pl ic a t i o n  of new Technologies (BRITE) and Non-nuclear Energy Sources 

for which ap pr opriations have been inscribed in the 1985 budget (Chapter 

100) , as well as upon the Radiation Protection Programme,

- lastly, to unde rta ke to come to a decision upon other programmes which 

appear in the prelimi na ry draft budget 1985, according to the hierarchy 

of priorities which is chosen-



A N N E X  I

Breakdown, according to the goals in the Framework Programme, of actions 
c o r r e s p o n d i n g  to the priorities (determined by current circumstances) set 

out in this document

For comparison Breakdown in V. Breakdown

Community goals 1982 Breakdown
for actions 
under way or 
proposed in 
this document

proposed in 
the
Framework
Programme

i l. P r r n c t i n g  agri cul­
tural competi ti ve­
ness, including fish

1.9 1.8 3.5

2. Promoting industrial 
competitiveness

16.8 36.8 28.2

3. Improving the
management of raw 
materials

1.4 0.8 2.1

4. Improving the 
management of 
energy resources

65.4 45.9 47.2

5. Stepping up
Development aid

0.70 2.9 4.0

6. Improving living 
and working 
conditions

9.80 10.1 10.3

7. Improving the 
efficacy of the 
Community's S/T 
potential

0 1.1 2.3

Horizontal Actions
1

4.0 0.1 2.4

TOTA L 100 100 100
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(Information)

COUNCIL

COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

of 25 July 1983
on framework programmes for Community research, development and demonstration 

activities and a first framework programme 1984 to 1S87

THE COUNCIL OI: THE EUROPEAN 
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the
European Economic Community, and in particular 
Article 235 thereof,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the
European Atomic Energy Community, and in 
particular Article 7 thereof,

Having regard to the Council resolution of 14
January 1974 on the coordination of national policies 
and the definition of projects of interest to the 
Community in the field of science and technology ('),

Having regard to proposals from the Commission 
in its communications to the Council dated 
22 December 1982 and 20 May 1983 (') on the 
framework programme 1984 to 1987,

Having regard to the opinion of the European
Parliament (‘),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and 
Social Committee ('),

Having regard to the opinion of the Scientific and 
Technical Research Committee (Crest),

Whereas Article 2 of the Treaty establishing the 
European Economic Community assigns to the 
Community the task, among others, of promoting 
throughout the Community a. harmonious 
development of economic activities, a continuous and 
balanced expansion and an accelerated raising of the 
standard of living;

(') OJ 9 : ;  7, 29. 1. 1974, p. 2.
(') OJ No C 169, 29. 6. 1983, p. II.
(’) Opinion delivered on 10 June 1983 (not yet published in 

the Olhcial Journal).
(') Opinion delivered on 1 June 1983 (not yet published in 

the Oflicial Journal).

Whereas it is important to promote balanced scientific 
and technical development -vithin the Community;

Whereas research, development and demonstration 
activities (R, D and D) must be accompanied by 
adequate dissemination of the knowledge acquired by 
means of these activities and by effective use of ti t 
results obtained;

Whereas, at its meetings on 9 November 1981 an.I 8 
March and 30 June 1982, the Council affirmed the 
need to systemize and optimize Community action m 
the field of research, development and demonstration, 
having recognized that the strategic coherence of the 
Community’s activities would be enhanced and the 
preparation and adoption of decisions tn the 
aforementioned field would be greatly facilitated by 
the adoption and regular review by the Community 
institutions of a framework programme containing 
broad indications for the medium-term development 
of scientific and technical objectives;

Whereas, at its meeting on 8 February 1983, the 
Council expressed a large measure of agreement on 
the need to increase Community expenditure on 
research and develr nent and on the proportionally 
larger share whic . should be allotted to it m 
the Community’s twe.-td! budget, subject to funlui 
clarification of the budgetary implications;

Whereas, on 18 ju re  1583, the European Council 
adopted the Decb...  .on concerning the development 
of policies and n w Community action, budgetary 
discipline, own resources and particular problems of 
certain Member States;

Whereas the Commission’s proposal concor.ing ·· 
first framework programme 1984 to 1987 seems likt t> 
to promote such a development of Community 
research, development and demonstration policy;

Whereas the Treaty establishing the European 
Community does not provide the specific powers of 
action required for the adoption of this r< lunon,
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HEREBY ADOPTS THIS RESOLUTION:

Article I

The development ol a common virategy in the field of 
science and technology shall take place on the terms 
laid down in this resolution and in accordance with 
the Communities’ other strategies and policies.

Article 2

The common strategy in the field of science and 
technology shall be defined in framework 
programmes setting out the scientific and technical 
objectives to be pursued at Community level together 
with selection criteria for Community action, relative 
priorities and financial indications.

These framework programmes shall be drawn up by 
the Commission in consultation with the Member 
States.

On the basis of the framework programmes, the 
Commission shall prepare proposals for specific 
research, development and demonstration activities 
which meet the objectives referred to in the first 
paragraph.

Article 3

The Council hereby approves the principle of 
framework programmes for periods of four years 
which will be reviewed at least every two years and 
revised i! necessary.

On the basis of proposals submitted to this end by the 
Commission and after receiving the opinion of the 
European Parliament, the Council shall:

—  approve the framework programmes,

— adopt, in accordance with the framework 
programmes approved and with the procedures

instituted by the Treaties, specific decisions on the 
R, D and D activities of the Communities.

Article 4

The Council hereby approves ihr scientific and 
technical objectives for the period 1984 to 1987 and 
the selection criteria set out in Annexes I and II 
respectively.

The Council hereby confirms its agreement on the 
need to increase Community spending on R, D and 
D. While bearing in mind the need to frame 
Community poliues, but awaiting the olittome of the 
general discussion on the Communities’ resources and 
policies, for the time being the Council takes note of 
the financial indications relating to the objectives to 
be attained in the period 1984 to 1987 (Annex ill). 
These indications are to serve as a guide for 
Commission planning and the adoption by the 
Council of specific R, D and D activities during that 
period.

These objectives and criteria, on the one hand, and 
these financial indications, which still have to be 
defined, on the other, shall constitute the elements on 
which implementation of the 1984 to 1987 fiamewoix 
programme will be based.

The planning and adoption of programmes will ol 
course take account of financial consiraints.

A t tick- i

In 1985 at the latest, the 1984 to 1987 li.unew.· .. 
programme will be reviewed on the basis "I ‘ 
Commission proposal and conclusions drawn l io n  
the experience gained from this first framcwoik 
programme, with a view to evaluating its cftcctivc-iu v> 
and improving its underlying approach.

This review mav result m revision of the fust 
framework progr nme.

ANNEX 1

Scientific and technical objective« 

(1984 to 1987)

I. Promoting agricultural iumpemivencss:

— developing agiiculmral productivity and improving products:

— agriculture,

— fisheries.
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2. Promoting industrial competitiveness:

— removing and reducing barriers,

— new techniques and product· for the traditional industries,

— new technologies.

3. Improving the management of raw materials.

4. Improving the management of c icrgy resources:

— developing nuclear fission energy,

— controlled thermonuclear fusion,

— developing renewable energy sources,

— rational use of energy.

5. Stepping up development aid.

6. Improving living and working conditions:

— improving safety and protecting health,

— protecting the environment.

7. Improving the effectiveness of the Community's scientific and technical potential, 

horizontal action.

ANNEX 11

Selection criteria

In general, when selecting Community activities on the basis of the scientific and technical 
objectives adopted, special attention should be given after assessment of their scientific anti technical 
values to activities which contribute to the definition or implementation of Community policies.

In these fields, Community action tan be justified where it presents advantages (added value) in the 
short, medium or long term from the point of view of efficiency and financing or from the scientific 
a'id technical point of view as compared will» national activities (public or private)

More specifically, Community actic n can be justified in the following cases.

— research on a very large scale for which the individual Member States could not, or could only 
with difficulty, provide the necessary finance and personnel,

— research, the joint execution of which would offer obvious financial benc .u, even after taking 
account of the extra costs inherent in all international cooperation,

— research which, because of the complemcniary nature of work being dc ■ ationally in pan of a 
given field, enables significant results to be obtained in the Communu : . a whole for the case 
of problems whose solution requires research on a large scale, particularly gcogrup uca ,

— research which helps to strengthen die cohesion of the common market and to unify the 
liuropcan scientific tnd technical area and research leading, where the need is fell, to Hie 
establishment of unit »rm standards.
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A N N E X  I I I

Financial indications by objectives 
(1984 to 1987)

1. Promoting agricultural competitiveness:

— developing agricultural productivity and improving 
products:

— agriculture
— fisheries

2. Promoting industrial competitiveness:

— removing and reducing barriers

— new techniques and products for the traditional indus­
tries

— new technologies

3. Improving the management of raw materials

4. Improving the management of energy resources:

— developing nuclear fission energy

— controlled thermonuclear fusion

— developing renewable energy sources

— rational use of energy

5. Stepping up development aid

6. Improving living and working conditions:

— improving safety and protecting health

— protecting the environment

7. Improving the effectiveness of the Community’s scientific 
and technical potential:

horizontal action

(million E C U  (*)) 

130

115
15

1 060 

30

350

680

80

1 770 

460 

480 

310 

520

150

385

190

195

«5

3 0
3 750

(<*)
3,5

28,2

2,1

47,2

4.0

10.3

2.3 (')
2.4

100,0

f )  At 1982 constant values.
C) Corresponds to 5 °/o by the end of the period.


